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Aldershot West Conservation Area                    
Appraisal and Management Plan 

Consultation Statement 

 
Persons Consulted as Part of the Consultation 
 
The draft Aldershot West Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan was subject to a six-
week public consultation between 29 August and 10 October 2023 and to an eight-week public 
consultation between 17 December 2024 and 11 February 2025.  Copies of both draft documents were 
made available to view at the following locations during opening hours: 
 

• Rushmoor Borough Council Offices 
• Aldershot Library  
• Farnborough Library  

 
The consultations were advertised extensively on the Council’s website (Appendix 1) and using social 
media (Appendix 2).  The Council’s Facebook page has more than 13,000 followers, and across both 
consultations the Facebook posts received twelve comments and eight shares.  Letters (Appendix 3) 
and information leaflets (Appendix 4) were delivered to properties within the existing Aldershot West 
Conservation Area during both consultations.  For the second consultation, letters were delivered to 
properties which were proposed to be included within the amended conservation area boundary. 
 
During the first consultation, the Council’s Planning Policy Service Manager attended an Aldershot 
Civic Society meeting and gave a presentation on the consultation. 
 
Representations were invited via email or post. 
 
Consultation Emails 
 
The Council notified all those registered on the Council’s Planning Policy Consultation Database at the 
start of each consultation.  The database comprises a wide range of stakeholders, including local 
residents, businesses, civic groups and statutory bodies, such as Historic England.  There are more 
than 200 contacts in the database, all of whom were contacted via email requesting their comments 
on the documents (Appendix 5). 
 
For each consultation, a newsletter (Appendix 6) was also sent to approximately 250 people who had 
signed up to be informed of Council consultations.  The newsletters were also sent to approximately 
6,000 people who had requested the general Council newsletter to be sent to them. 
 
Documents Available on the Council’s Website 
 
Copies of the draft documents were made available to view and/or download on the Council’s website 
(Appendix 1). 
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Consultation Events 
 
Three in-person drop-in consultation events took place on 19 and 26 September 2023 and 13 January 
2025.  The 2023 events were held at Princes Hall in Aldershot (19 September) and at the Council 
Offices in Farnborough (26 September), whilst the 2025 event was held at Princes Hall, which is located 
adjacent to the conservation area boundary.  Both venues are located close to the town centres and 
are easily accessible via public transport.  The events were publicised on the Council’s website, on 
social media and within the letters and leaflets delivered to properties.  Banners and display boards, 
which provided summary information on the consultation, were available for the public to view 
(Appendix 7), and Council officers were available to answer any questions.  Visitors were encouraged 
to complete a supplied feedback form or to email the Planning Policy team with any comments.  The 
estimated attendance for the three events was 31 people. 
 
The Council also received 19 telephone calls during the consultation periods, with people asking 
questions about the consultation documents and their implications. 
 
Summary of the Main Issues Raised  
 
August-October 2023 Consultation 
 
The Council received four responses to the consultation.  The comments received and the Council’s 
response to each comment can be seen in Appendix 8. 
 
The main issues were the suggestions that the conservation area be extended to the west to include 
Rowhill School and to the north to include an area which comprises Princes Gardens and two 1930s 
former cinema buildings. 
 
Following the consultation, the Council commissioned independent heritage advice from Stephen 
Levrant Heritage Architecture to review the suggested expansion of the conservation area.  Having 
regard to the consultants’ report and recommendations (see Appendix 9), the Council subsequently 
decided that a second consultation should be held on the proposed expansion of the conservation 
area and published an amended draft Appraisal and Management Plan for comment.  
 
December 2024-January 2025 Consultation 
 
The Council received five responses to the consultation.  The comments received and the Council’s 
response to each comment can be seen in Appendix 10.  No objections were received to the proposed 
extension of the conservation area. 
 
Adoption 
 
Having considered the responses received (Appendix 8 and 10), and taking into account the 
independent heritage advice, the following amendments have been made: 
 

• The boundary of Aldershot West Conservation Area has been extended to include Rowhill 
School to the west and an area to the north which comprises Princes Gardens and two 1930s 
former cinema buildings.  The Aldershot West Conservation Area Appraisal and Management 
Plan has been amended accordingly. 

 
The Council’s Cabinet decided on 15 November 2022 that a consultation should be carried out on a 
draft Aldershot West Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan.  The Cabinet subsequently 
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agreed on 15 October 2024 that a consultation should be undertaken on a revised draft Appraisal and 
Management Plan and delegated authority to the Executive Head of Property and Growth, in 
consultation with the Development and Economic Growth Portfolio Holder, to adopt the Appraisal 
and Management Plan, subject to any necessary, non-substantive final amendments in the light of 
consultee comments received. 
 
The Aldershot West Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan was adopted on 10 June 2025. 
 
  



Consultation Statement 

4 

Appendix 1. Consultation Webpages 
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Appendix 2. Social Media Posts 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Consultation Statement 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Consultation Statement 

8 

Appendix 3. Letters Sent to Properties 
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Appendix 4. Leaflets Included with Letters to Properties 
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Appendix 5. Emails to Consultees 
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Appendix 6. Newsletters 
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Appendix 7. Photographs of Consultation Events 
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Appendix 8. Summary of Comments Received and the Council’s Response (August-October 2023 Consultation) 
 

Respondent 
  

Comments Council Response 

Rachel Fletcher: 
Historic England 

We welcome the appraisals and management plans for Aldershot 
West, Farnborough Street and South Farnborough conservation 
areas.  It is clear that much work has gone into the production of 
these detailed and observant accounts of each area, and overall the 
documents are set out clearly, with helpful mapping, and are easy 
to navigate. 
 
We have only one recommendation for the documents, as 
suggested in our Advice Note 1 ‘Conservation Area Appraisal, 
Designation and Management’ (Second Edition), found on Page 17, 
Paragraph 38, which is that at the beginning of each, a short 
summary or statement of special interest is provided.  This should 
be a distillation of all that the document sets out and which 
summarises why the conservation area is special and interesting, so 
that anyone looking to understand it easily can do so from this 
section.  The other sections of the appraisal then go on to explain 
things in more granular detail. 
 
I hope that our feedback is useful, and if anything is unclear or you 
would like to talk through my letter, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch directly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The adopted Aldershot West Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan includes a detailed introduction to the 
conservation area which sets out its historic significance.  It 
includes an ‘area summary’ that summarises why the 
conservation area is considered to be special and interesting 
and which introduces its four character sub-areas, which are 
then explored in greater detail in the following sections of the 
document. 
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Respondent 
  

Comments Council Response 

Sharon Jenkins: 
Natural England 

Thank you for your consultation request dated and received by 
Natural England on 29 August 2023. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body.  Our statutory 
purpose is to ensure that the natural environment is conserved, 
enhanced and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
 
Natural England is a statutory consultee in local and neighbourhood 
planning and must be consulted on draft development plans by the 
parish/town councils or neighbourhood forums where they consider 
that our interests would be affected by the proposals made. 
 
Natural England does not have any specific comments on this 
conservation area appraisal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted. 

Alex Crawford The changes are minimal.  
 
There are anomalies that you may wish to address: 
 
The footpath that runs along the playground is in the conservation 
area, including the roundabout at the top, but the roundabout at 
the bottom going into Municipal Gardens is not. 
 
The new housing in William Farthing Close is in the conservation 
area. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The proposed conservation area boundary was amended 
following the consultation to include the roundabout. 
 
 
Although it was built in the 1980s, it was proposed that the 
development remain within the conservation area because of 
its exposed location relative to the Municipal Gardens to the 
south. 
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Respondent 
  

Comments Council Response 

Rowhill School is not in the conservation area, but the West End 
Centre is – both were built together as West End Infants and Junior, 
respectively. 
 

Following the consultation, the Council commissioned 
independent heritage advice from Stephen Levrant Heritage 
Architecture to review whether Rowhill School should be 
included within the conservation area.  The Council consulted 
on a revised draft Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan between December 2024 and January 
2025 in which it was proposed to include the school within 
the conservation area boundary.  The conservation area was 
subsequently extended to include the school. 
 

Justin Coll I would like to propose, having met at the Aldershot Civic Society to 
discuss the Aldershot West Conservation Area, that the area is 
enlarged to cover land from Princes Gardens to Buzz Bingo 
(including the Empire and the land between them). 
 
This would give more control to what happens in the future. 
 
 
 
 
It was also questioned why the flower garden in front of the Queen 
Hotel was being removed.  We felt that it should be retained. 
 

Following the consultation, the Council commissioned 
independent heritage advice from Stephen Levrant Heritage 
Architecture to review whether this area should be included 
within the conservation area.  The Council consulted on a 
revised draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management 
Plan between December 2024 and January 2025 in which it 
was proposed to include the area within the conservation 
area boundary.  The conservation area was subsequently 
extended. 
 
As a result of the extension of the conservation area to the 
north, as consulted on between December 2024 and January 
2025, the flower garden is now included within the 
conservation area boundary. 
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Appendix 9. External Consultants’ Advice Note 
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Appendix 10. Summary of Comments Received and the Council’s Response (December 2024-January 2025 Consultation) 
 

Respondent 
  

Comments Council Response 

James Taylor: 
Basingstoke 
Canal 
 

Thank you for consulting us about the Aldershot West Conservation 
Area.  This does not cover, nor is it near the Basingstoke Canal, and 
therefore we have no observations. 

Noted. 

Mark Herbert: 
Farnborough 
Airport 
 

Farnborough Airport has no concerns to raise in relation to the 
consultation. 

Noted. 

Rachel Fletcher: 
Historic England 

Thank you for consulting Historic England on the revised draft 
Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan for Aldershot 
West Conservation Area. 
 
We continue to welcome and support this document and have no 
further comments to add. 
 

 
 
 
 
Support noted. 

Sharon Jenkins: 
Natural England 

Thank you for your consultation request dated and received by 
Natural England on 17 December 2024. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body.  Our statutory 
purpose is to ensure that the natural environment is conserved, 
enhanced and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
 
Natural England does not consider that this draft Aldershot West 
Conservation Appraisal and Management Plan poses any likely risk 
of opportunity in relation to our statutory purpose and so does not 
wish to comment on this consultation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted. 
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Respondent 
  

Comments Council Response 

The lack of comment from Natural England should not be 
interpreted as a statement that there are no impacts on the natural 
environment.  Other bodies and individuals may wish to make 
comments that might help the local planning authority (LPA) to fully 
take account of any environmental risks and opportunities relating 
to this document. 
 
If you disagree with our assessment of this proposal as low risk, or 
should the proposal be amended in a way which significantly affects 
its impact on the natural environment, then in accordance with 
Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
2006, please consult Natural England again. 
 

Chris Bagust I am in favour of the proposed changes.  The additions will help 
preserve the history and heritage of the town. 

Support noted. 
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